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A brief introduction 

 

Yahia Baiza is a research associate at the Institute of Ismaili Studies (IIS) in London, United 

Kingdom. He specializes in education, Islamic, Central Asia, and Afghanistan studies, as well 

as in the study of refugee and diaspora communities in Europe, and manuscript analysis. Also, 

he is Bloomsbury Education and Childhood Studies Regional Editor for Afghanistan. In this 

capacity, he develops digital resources on education, and childhood and youth studies in 

Afghanistan. 

 

Yahia is an alumnus of the Department of Education of Oxford University, where he obtained 

his master’s degree in educational research methodology in 2002, and doctoral degree in 

education in 2009. Also, he completed a two-year Graduate Programme in Islamic Studies and 

Humanities at the IIS and School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of 

London (1999-2001).  

 

As an educationist and international educational consultant, Yahia worked on many 

educational projects, from curriculum and textbook development to education policy and 

planning. In 2020-2021, at the request of the Office of the First Vice President of Afghanistan, 

Yahia conducted a thorough textual analysis of the latest Draft Law on Technical and 

Vocational Education and Training (TVET) of Afghanistan. He also offered a set of 

recommendations on how to improve the TVET law.  

 

In 2006 and 2007, he served as the national representative of the UNESCO’s International 

Institute for Educational Planning at the Ministry of Education in Afghanistan, where he led 

the development of the first five-year National Education Strategic Plan (2006-2010). Yahia 

has been supervising students at master’s and doctoral levels, as well as examining PhD theses.  

 

He is the author of Education in Afghanistan: Developments, Influences, and Legacies since 

1901, published by Routledge in 2013 and 2017, and two forthcoming books, The Hazara 

Ismailis of Afghanistan and their History, and Education in Troubled Times: A Global Pluralist 

Response, and many academic articles in English, Persian, German, French, and Norwegian 

languages. Yahia is a frequent speaker and lecturer at international conferences, various 

universities, and local communities on various themes, such as education, history, religion, 

Islam, Central Asia, and Afghanistan. 

 

Education profile:   
2009: 

mailto:ybaiza@iis.ac.uk
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The University of Oxford, Department of Education 

Title of the Thesis: Issues and Challenges of Higher Education for the Afghan Ismaili Refugees 

in Pakistan 

     

2001: Postgraduate Degree in Islamic Studies and Humanities 

The Institute of Ismaili Studies, and the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), the 

University of London 

Title of Research Project: The Afghan Ismaili Refugees and their State of Education in Pakistan 
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4 MS BT 157 

MS BT 189 

MS BT 265 

MS BT 136 

 

Total number of 
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August 2015: Marking and reviewing GPISH-IIS students’ essays on Developments in Muslim 

Societies. 

 

May 2014: Marking and reviewing GPISH-IIS students’ essays on Culture and Development 

in Historic Islamic Cities. 

 

 

Academic Peer Reviews and Consultancies
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Baiza, Y. (2022, forthcoming) “Access to Early Childhood Education in Afghanistan”, in Y. 

Baiza (Regional Editor) and M. Waniganayake (Editor in Chief). London: Bloomsbury 

Education and Childhood Studies: Early Childhood Education. London: Bloomsbury. 

 

Baiza, Y. (2022, forthcoming) “Overview of Early Childhood Education in Afghanistan”, in Y. 

Baiza (Regional Editor) and M. Waniganayake (Editor in Chief). London: Bloomsbury 

Education and Childhood Studies: Early Childhood Education. London: Bloomsbury. 

 

Baiza, Y. (2022, forthcoming) “Transitions in Early Childhood Education in Afghanistan”, 

in 
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Baiza, Y. (2020) “Ismāʿīliyya” (Revised Version with New Additions), in Dānishnāmah-e 

Mardom-e Hazāra. Juld-e awwal, wayrayish-e dowom ba tajdid-e nazar wa izafat [The 

Encyclopaedia of the Hazāra People: Vol. 1, Revised and Critical Edition]. Tehran: Bunyad-e 

Dānishnāmah-e Hazara. 

 

Baiza, Y. (2020) “Jān-e padar kujāstī? Mandagār-tarīn jumlae rūz-haī talkh-e Kabul” [Daddy’s 

sweetheart, where are you? ” [

https://8am.af/afghanistan-people-stories-peace-and-politics/?fbclid=IwAR0yC6LOSF_ILfmENeb5Hpy3Viupsk5w4d_P2a9TUvkrLhn6rH0s6Kf6J2I
https://8am.af/afghanistan-people-stories-peace-and-politics/?fbclid=IwAR0yC6LOSF_ILfmENeb5Hpy3Viupsk5w4d_P2a9TUvkrLhn6rH0s6Kf6J2I
https://8am.af/afghanistan-people-stories-peace-and-politics/?fbclid=IwAR0yC6LOSF_ILfmENeb5Hpy3Viupsk5w4d_P2a9TUvkrLhn6rH0s6Kf6J2I
https://www.ukfiet.org/2020/coronavirus-and-education-in-afghanistan-responses-challenges-and-the-threats-of-educational-divide/?fbclid=IwAR1TlzMy5QtBG4SJ0x1ayN-J8JlS-Pb3jXn2C0oyzGBGHr1YesSz_qNMT2g
https://www.ukfiet.org/2020/coronavirus-and-education-in-afghanistan-responses-challenges-and-the-threats-of-educational-divide/?fbclid=IwAR1TlzMy5QtBG4SJ0x1ayN-J8JlS-Pb3jXn2C0oyzGBGHr1YesSz_qNMT2g
https://www.becs-bloomsbury.com/article?docid=b-9781350996311&tocid=b-9781350996311-020
https://www.becs-bloomsbury.com/article?docid=b-9781350996311&tocid=b-9781350996311-020
https://www.bbc.com/persian/blog-viewpoints-52543993
https://8am.af/afghanistan-the-people-amidst-government-dishonesty-and-the-anger-of-the-coronavirus/
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Baiza, Y. (2019) “Afghanistan: dāstān-e mardom, ṣulḥ, wa siyāsat” [Afghanistan - the narrative 

of people, peace, and politics]” (ΖγΎϴγ�ϭ�΢Ϡλ�ˬϡΩήϣ�ϥΎΘγ΍Ω�˭ϥΎΘδϧΎϐϓ΍). in Hashte Sobh, Vol. 11, No. 

3077. p. 5. <https://8am.af/afghanistan-people-stories-peace-and-politics/> 

 

Baiza, Y. (2019) “Afghanistan: Country Overview”, in Y. Baiza (Regional 

Editor), 

https://8am.af/afghanistan-people-stories-peace-and-politics/?fbclid=IwAR0yC6LOSF_ILfmENeb5Hpy3Viupsk5w4d_P2a9TUvkrLhn6rH0s6Kf6J2I
https://8am.af/afghanistan-people-stories-peace-and-politics/?fbclid=IwAR0yC6LOSF_ILfmENeb5Hpy3Viupsk5w4d_P2a9TUvkrLhn6rH0s6Kf6J2I
https://www.becs-bloomsbury.com/search-results?any=&su=afghanistan
https://www.becs-bloomsbury.com/search-results?any=&su=afghanistan
https://www.becs-bloomsbury.com/search-results?any=&su=afghanistan
https://www.becs-bloomsbury.com/search-results?any=&su=afghanistan
https://www.becs-bloomsbury.com/search-results?any=&su=afghanistan
https://www.becs-bloomsbury.com/search-results?any=&su=afghanistan
https://www.becs-bloomsbury.com/search-results?any=&su=afghanistan
https://www.becs-bloomsbury.com/search-results?any=&su=afghanistan
https://www.becs-bloomsbury.com/search-results?any=&su=afghanistan
https://www.becs-bloomsbury.com/search-results?any=&su=afghanistan
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Baiza, Y. (2018) “Navigating Education in a Troubled Time: A Critical Pluralist Discourse”, 

in 2nd Oxford Symposium for Comparative and International Education: Uncertainty, Society, 

and Education. Oxford: OXSCIE 2018. pp. 11-19. 

<https://www.academia.edu/36912466/Navigating_Education_in_a_Troubled_Time_A_Criti

cal_Pluralist_Discourse> 

 

Baiza, Y. (2018) “Ṣulḥ bā Ṭālibān: Naqsh-e Mardom Chīst?” [Peace with the Taliban: What 

is the People’s Role?]. In Etilaat Roz. <http://etilaatroz.com/1397/04/03/

https://www.academia.edu/36912466/Navigating_Education_in_a_Troubled_Time_A_Critical_Pluralist_Discourse
https://www.academia.edu/36912466/Navigating_Education_in_a_Troubled_Time_A_Critical_Pluralist_Discourse
http://etilaatroz.com/1397/04/03/%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%AD-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%9B-%D9%86%D9%82%D8%B4-%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%85-%DA%86%DB%8C%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%9F/
http://www.cambridgescholars.com/unity-and-diversity-in-contemporary-muslim-thought
http://www.cambridgescholars.com/unity-and-diversity-in-contemporary-muslim-thought
https://www.sbu.ac.ir/Cols/LAH/Documents/Iranian%20Heritage.pdf
http://www.jameabaz.com/pdf/No775.pdf


http://www.jameabaz.com/?p=46190
http://www.jameabaz.com/?p=46135
http://www.jameabaz.com/?p=45940
http://www.jameabaz.com/?p=45842
http://www.jameabaz.com/?p=45533
http://www.jameabaz.com/?p=45451
http://www.ecoi.net/local_link/302485/439377_de.html
http://www.ecoi.net/local_link/302485/439377_de.html


 

 

http://discourse.apn.af/diasporas-knowledge-societies-making-individual-challenges-communal-opportunities/
http://discourse.apn.af/diasporas-knowledge-societies-making-individual-challenges-communal-opportunities/
https://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_shia_islamic_studies/toc/isl.7.2.html
http://www.bloomsburycollections.com/book/reforms-in-islamic-education-international-perspectives/
http://www.afghanistan.no/Artikler/2285.html
http://asianaffairs.in/october2013/interview.html
http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=fZCheNNyaxwC&pg=PR15&lpg=PR15&dq=education+in+west+central+asia&source=bl&ots=ApInJ1HcFN&sig=pxAt0pn68UIswtVJFJi3bvgGaNg&hl=en&sa=X&ei=mM3hU7uRDsix0AWE3YDoAg&ved=0CFsQ6AEwBw#v=onepage&q=education%20in%20west%20central%20asia&f=false
http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=fZCheNNyaxwC&pg=PR15&lpg=PR15&dq=education+in+west+central+asia&source=bl&ots=ApInJ1HcFN&sig=pxAt0pn68UIswtVJFJi3bvgGaNg&hl=en&sa=X&ei=mM3hU7uRDsix0AWE3YDoAg&ved=0CFsQ6AEwBw#v=onepage&q=education%20in%20west%20central%20asia&f=false
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Muslim-Youth-Challenges-Opportunities-Expectations/dp/1441119876
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Muslim-Youth-Challenges-Opportunities-Expectations/dp/1441119876
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the development of girls’ education)”, Parts 1-2, in Hashte Sobh. Vols. 113 & Vol. 114, 7 & 8 

October. Year 1. pp. 6-7. 

 

http://www.symposium-books.co.uk/books/bookdetails.asp?bid=27
http://www.symposium-books.co.uk/books/bookdetails.asp?bid=27
https://www.aiss.af/aiss/news_details/news/5efde84b4670d
https://www.aiss.af/aiss/news_details/news/5efde84b4670d
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/ioe/departments-and-centres/centres/education-and-international-development/education-conflict-and-peacebuilding/de-weaponising-identities-and-education-crisis
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/ioe/departments-and-centres/centres/education-and-international-development/education-conflict-and-peacebuilding/de-weaponising-identities-and-education-crisis
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September 2019: Presented a research paper, ‘Genre, Structure, Word, and Meaning in Shaykh 

Farīd al

https://www.aai.uni-hamburg.de/voror/veranstaltungen/2019-rgime-conference/medien/rethinkinggenreprogram.pdf
https://www.aai.uni-hamburg.de/voror/veranstaltungen/2019-rgime-conference/medien/rethinkinggenreprogram.pdf
http://www.orienthist.spbu.ru/?lang=en
http://www.orienthist.spbu.ru/?lang=en
http://sar.americananthro.org/activities/meeting/
http://sar.americananthro.org/activities/meeting/
https://www.oxfordcie.org/aboutoxscie2018
https://www.oxfordcie.org/aboutoxscie2018
https://www.oxfordcie.org/aboutoxscie2018
https://www.oxfordcie.org/aboutoxscie2018
https://www.islamic-college.ac.uk/calendar/the-fourth-international-conference-on-shii-studies/
https://www.islamic-college.ac.uk/calendar/the-fourth-international-conference-on-shii-studies/
http://centralasia.group.cam.ac.uk/events/GlobalisationConf
http://centralasia.group.cam.ac.uk/events/GlobalisationConf
https://www.islamic-college.ac.uk/publications/shiistudies/registration/
https://www.islamic-college.ac.uk/publications/shiistudies/registration/
https://carleton.ca/fpa/event/2nd-international-ismaili-studies-conference-mapping-pluralist-space-ismaili-studies/
https://carleton.ca/fpa/event/2nd-international-ismaili-studies-conference-mapping-pluralist-space-ismaili-studies/
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National Constitution and the Rule of Law in Afghanistan: An Educational Discourse. The 

Third Annual Conference of the Afghan Lawyers Association in Europe, 19 November 2016. 

 

Jihad Education and the Rise of Global Jihadi Movements, 1980-2016. The 

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/education/newsandevents/events/seminarscurrent
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/education/newsandevents/events/seminarscurrent
http://www.ukfiet.org/
http://www.ukfiet.org/
http://www.ox.ac.uk/
http://www.islamicreformulations.net/islamic-reform-in-the-west.php
http://socialsciences.exeter.ac.uk/iais/
http://socialsciences.exeter.ac.uk/iais/
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A Dream-Work: An Analysis of Nasir-e Khusraw’s Dream and Intellectual Transformation. 

Millennium of Nasir Khusraw Qubadiyani. The Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences of 

Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran, 10-11 May 2015. 

 

The ‘Ulama, Education and Muslim Civilizations: A Historical Analysis. The Second Annual 

Conference of the British Association for Islamic Studies. The Senate House, University of 

London, 13 – 15 April 2015. 

 

[Invited speaker] Migration, Education and Culture of Humanism. 2015 Afghanistan Winter 

Crisis, a fundraising campaign for the victims of avalanches in the Panjshir Province of 

Afghanistan. Afghan Students’ Association in the United Kingdom at King’s College London, 

14 March 2015. 

 

[Keynote speaker] Diasporas and Knowledge Societies in Making: individual challenges and 

communal opportunities. The Second Annual Celebration of Afghan-British Graduation 

Ceremony. The Afghan Community Network in partnership with the Afghan Advisory Board 

(AAB-UK), and SOAS Afghan Society, The School of Oriental and African Studies, London 

University, 17 January 2015. 

 

Languages 

Fluent in Persian, Pashto, Slovak/Czech, German and English, advanced level in Russian, 

Arabic, and Urdu. 

 

 

Hobbies and interests: 
 

Travelling: I have travelled to more than 40 countries across four continents for education, 

research, recreation, and cultural exploration purposes. Travelling is an essential part of my 

life. 

 

Photography and film: I have an active interest in photography and film since my secondary 

education level. I regularly take photographs for research and personal collection. In 2002, I 

produced a documentary film, entitled The Ruins of Kabul, which was screened in academic 

institutions in the United Kingdom. 

 

Sport: As an ex-athlete, and semi-professional footballer, and hobby cyclist, I like all types of 

sports. I play table tennis, pool, chess, and occasionally swim and do skateboarding. I love ice 

skating in winter. I am a football fan of Borussia Dortmund in Germany’s Bundesliga, and a 

snooker fan of Ronnie O’Sullivan. 

 

http://naserkhosro.sbu.ac.ir/
http://www.brais.ac.uk/2015
http://www.brais.ac.uk/2015
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwrVkIv9UMY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wyMTkv2Le1A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wyMTkv2Le1A

