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This has been another exciting year which has witnessed the
launch of a number of new initiatives to enhance the IIS’
relations with its alumni. 



in the FFIIEELLDD

anthropological and textual studies on
themes of relevance to the Jamat and
provides a range of programmatic
initiatives and resources to foster the
intellectual understanding of various
constituencies within the Jamat. Dr. Jiwa
has also been involved with the
International Baccalaureate Organisation
since 1998 and has been its Chief
Examiner for Islamic History since 2002. 

Jasmin Mamani (class of
2000) provides professional faith-
specific and intercultural guided tours to
booked groups at the Victoria and Albert
Museum, London.  The museum has
extensive collections from South Asia, the
Far East and the newly-opened Jameel
Gallery of Islamic art.  It also has
collections rich in European and Judeo-
Christian cultures, many on show in the
recently-opened Sacred Silver and
Stained Glass Gallery.

Otambek Mastibekov (class
of 2002) is a third-year PhD student
at the School of Oriental and African
Studies (SOAS). The title of his PhD
thesis is ‘Leadership and Authority in
Ismailism: A Case Study of The



ASIA: The Asian Chapter Group of the
IIS Alumni Association was formed in April
2006, following a one-day IIS alumni
reunion meeting in Dubai. With over 30
alumni from 15 countries, the Asian
Chapter Group represents alumni
dispersed over a wide geographic area. 

Plans for the chapter group in its first year
of inception include building a knowledge
network between 

alumni, allowing alumni to 
virtually connect, getting to know one
another and to begin having in-house
discussions on topics of interest and
relevance. The objective of the knowledge
network is to allow alumni to share and
exchange information on similar topics,
build capacity among alumni, discuss new
and relevant topics of interest and share
research. 

The first Asian Chapter Group retreat is
being planned for May 2007 in Mombasa,
Kenya. The retreat plans to bring alumni
together to meet each other and to
participate in discussions, share recent
research, and have alumni-led workshops
on various topics. Speakers will also
include AKDN colleagues and IIS faculty
who will be invited to 

share new developments and
opportunities at the IIS and within the
network.

Efforts are also being made to collect
profiles of all alumni and introduce them
to the AKDN and Jamati Institutions, with
a view to facilitate networking and greater
interaction between the alumni and
institutions of the AKDN and the Jamat.

President Rahmat Ghassmi
Secretary Farzana Karim-Haji

EUROPE: The Alumni Association in
its inception year has been a hive of
activity. As part of the ongoing mandate to
establish academic and social events for
the alumni that will help establish a strong
foundation for years to come, the
European Chapter Group has begun to
develop an organisational structure and
programmatic events. 

After the appointments of Dr. Anil Khamis
(President) and Shah Hussain (Secretary)
in November 2006, three ad hoc
committees have been established:
Communication; Logistics; and Planning.
These committees are led by interested
Alumni and we expect to share the fruits
of their labour at the Annual General
Meeting to be held in May 2007. 

Programmatically, we have been busy
with a schedule of events that incorporate
learning opportunities, careers
development and advice, and social
activities. Below are a few highlights. 

On Friday August 4, 2006, ten alumni
and their guests

attended an
exhilarating performance by Dimi



students – a fun-filled and informative
evening or the IIS Meet and Greet event
followed by a more relaxed pace for





our informal discussions.  All of a sudden,
those of us who had never heard of Ibn
al-Arabi’s concept of the ‘Perfect Man’ or
the ‘intellects’ of al-Kirmani, began to ape
and absorb this vocabulary voraciously.
Unwittingly, we all benefited from the 
IIS’ programme.

Along with the IIS’ ‘batches’ of sponsored
students, there were others who had
continued on from the IIS programme to
undertake their PhDs on various topics in
Islamic Studies.  Then there were students
like myself, who had found their own way



From 23rd-26th June, the IIS held an
annual academic seminar for alumni

on Trends in Contemporary Muslim
Thought. Thirty-one alumni from ten
countries traveled to Lisbon, Portugal to
participate in this seminar which is part of
an on-going initiative by the Institute to
provide continuing education opportunities
for its graduates. 

The objective of the Seminar was to
enable participants to think critically and
engage in discussion of issues relevant to
the jamat and the wider Muslim societies
in contemporary times. To that end, the
content of the workshop was concentrated
around specific themes and case studies
which enabled participants to deliberate

upon aspects of contemporary Muslim
thought in the areas of Ritual and
Practice; Law and Ethics; and the Qu’ran. 

The four-day seminar was held at the
Centro Ismaili in Lisbon and focussed on
significant developments in Muslim
thought in the contemporary period.
Professor Mohammed Arkoun, an IIS
Governor and a Senior Visiting Fellow at
the Institute, delivered the introductory
address, setting the context for the
discussions during the seminar. In his
remarks, he systematically deconstructed
the title of the seminar, word by word,
helping participants to appreciate the
need to carefully consider the meanings
associated with the terms.  Professor

Reflections 
from Portugal
Annual Academic Seminar 
for IIS Alumni 

From 23rd-26th June, the IIS held an annual academic seminar for
alumni on Trends in Contemporary Muslim Thought. Thirty-one alumni
from ten countries traveled to Lisbon, Portugal to participate in this
seminar which is part of an on-going initiative by the Institute to
provide continuing education opportunities for its graduates. 



Arkoun was present throughout the
seminar and delivered the keynote
address on the fourth day, sharing his
perspectives on a wide range of issues.
Participants were inspired by his 
charisma and passion.

Professor Carl W. Ernst, from the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill,
spoke about Muslim Rituals and Practices.
He explored the significance of rituals and
practices amongst Muslim communities
and how they acquire meaning in both the
past and the present. He also discussed
the impact of ritualisation of Islam.  
A variety of audio-visual resources used
by Professor Ernst helped alumni to see
the manifestations of the subject in
diverse environments.  

On the second day, Professor Ebrahim
Moosa, from Duke University, delivered a
session on Ethics and Law, illustrating
through examples how law has been one
of the vehicles of ethical ideals in Islam.
His style of delivery was dynamic as he
examined the breadth of legal and ethical
thought in Islam and discussed the
practical applications of ethical principles
in contemporary societies. Professor
Moosa also provided an introduction to
the ethico-legal traditions of Muslims,
examining the historical development of
the schools of law (Sunni and Shi‘i) and
the Shariah.

TF4 p rrd day’s session focussed on the
Qur’an and was facilitated by Dr. Walid
Saleh of the University of Toronto. During
this session, he explored how the Qur’an
is used by individuals and societies to
reaffirm particular events and beliefs
relevant in today’s context. He also
discussed the concept of revelation and
the variety of perspectives on it amongst
Muslims.  Participants found Dr. Saleh’s
approach to the Qur’an refreshing and
inspiring. 

Professor Azim Nanji was also in
attendance and delivered a session to the
participants on the opportunities that are
open to the alumni that could have a
significant impact on the educational
activities of the global Ismaili Muslim jamat. 

This was the first academic seminar of its
kind organised by the IIS Alumni
Relations Unit for the alumni. Feedback
received from participants was positive.
TF4 Institute hopes to offer such seminars
every year for its alumni and looks to
them for support to mak4 p rs possible. 

Faranaz Keshavjee 
(Class of 1997, European Chapter
Group)
“I learnt quite a few important things regarding elements
that are central to p rs divine message (the Qur’an) and
which will always be part of my research references… I
would lik4 po further explore if and in what contexts
does Jesus appear as a Muslim in the Qur’an, as he
seems to be one of the most important prophets in the
Abrahamic faith who is cited most in the Qur’an.”

Amin Rehmani 
(Class of 1983, Asian Chapter Group)
“I was particularly interested in Dr. Saleh’s article
entitled Death and Dying in the Qur’an which made for
fascinating reading. He showed us how the Qu’ran
challenged Arab pagan notions of life and death. I would
lik4 po explore other perspectives on the concepts of life
and death in the Qur’an, for exampl4 p ose held by Sufis
and other esoteric interpretations.”

Rizwan Mawani 
(Class of 2000, North American Chapter
Group)
“Many Muslims relate to the Qur’an … as a source of
perennial wisdom and behaviour; as a template for the
way the world ought to be; as a source of comfort and
solace; and most importantly as the vehicle through



Al-Karim Datoo (class of 1998) is
currently pursuing his PhD in Sociology of
Education at McGill University, Montreal,
Canada. His research focuses on the
interplay between globalisation, cultural
(re)production and school knowledge in
Pakistan. His research draws upon
sociological and anthropological
perspectives of globalisation, critical
theories of education/curriculum and post-
colonial perspectives.  

Prior to his doctoral
studies, Al-Karim
received a graduate
certificate in Islamic
Studies and
Humanities from The
Institute of Ismaili
Studies and an MSc in
Educational Research
Methodology from the
University of Oxford. 

Al-Karim has actively contributed to
debates around national curricular reform
processes in Pakistan and has presented
several papers at national and
international conferences and seminars
on themes related to his areas of
research interest. He was also invited to
McGill University as a guest speaker on
an MA course where he presented a talk
on school curriculum and theories of
socio-cultural reproduction. In addition, he
has co-authored with J. Rettalick a
chapter entitled ‘Transforming Schools
into Learning Communities: Focus
Pakistan’ in Transforming Schools in
Pakistan (ed. J. Rettalick and I. Farah, I.),
Karachi: Oxford University Press, 2005.

Louay Ismail is a producer,
presenter and broadcaster at the BBC
Arabic Service. As a producer, he
prepares various packages and interviews
for a daily live show for BBC Xtra. On
occasion he has the opportunity to edit
what other colleagues have prepared for
the day's programme. When Louay goes
live, he not only conducts but also directs
how the show runs during the edition.
When he sits behind the microphone to
present the show, he discusses the day’s
topics with listeners and experts while also
conducting interviews with studio guests. 

The projects that excite Louay the most
are identifying topical issues and finding
interesting ways to cover them. In order to
do this successfully, he says that one
needs to be able to identify what is
important and pursue it. This might
require traveling within the UK or even
abroad. Louay will soon be visiting a
selection of Middle Eastern countries for a

major project that the Arabic Service is
working on in cooperation with the
International Labor Organisation. This will
be the most important project for Louay
since joining the BBC nine months ago. 

Louay stresses two things which have
heavily influenced the BBC's decision to
have him as part of their team: his
excellent knowledge of the Middle East
and his Masters degree through the IIS
which focussed on practical radio
journalism. Louay’s previous experience
in journalism in Syria and an internship
with the BBC's The World Today, which
he secured only three months before
being hired, helped him secure his 
current position. 

Dr. Karim H. Karim has been
elected by his colleagues to be Director of
the School of Journalism and
Communication at Carleton University in
Ottawa. Being Canada’s oldest journalism
programme, it is the alma mater of many
distinguished editors and reporters as well
as leaders in politics and public service. 

Karim was a member of the first IIS
collaborative graduate studies programme
in Islamic Studies in 1982-83. He had
come to the Institute with a BA in Islamic
Studies from Columbia University and
went on to obtain an MA from McGill
University’s Institute of Islamic Studies.
He received a PhD in Communication
Studies from McGill in 1997.

In Spring 2005, Karim returned to the IIS
as a Senior Research Fellow for three
months to conduct research on intellectual
authority among Muslims in the UK. He
had pursued the American portion of this

project while based
at Harvard
University in the fall
of 2004. His
publications include
the critically-
acclaimed Robinson
Book Prize winner,
Islamic Peril: Media
and Global Violence
(2000) and The
Media of Diaspora

(2003). Karim has also worked as a
Senior Policy Analyst in the Canadian
government and as a news agency
journalist.

SPOTlight



Miriam Ali-de-Unzaga
“Qur'anic Inscriptions on Four Medieval
Banners,” in Word of God, Art of Man:
The Qur'an and its Creative Expressions.
Selected Proceedings from the
International Colloquium held in London
(18-21 October 2003), F. Suleman, (ed.)
(London: The Institute of Ismaili Studies in
association with Oxford University Press,
forthcoming).  

“Les Tisseuses Beni Mguild,” in Les
Artisans de la Memoire, Y. Grammet,
(ed.), Antwerp Ethnographic Museum,



CONFERENCES 

University of Essex Islamic Conference
Colchester, UK
21st February 2007 

American Oriental Society
San Antonio, TX, USA
16th -19th March 2007

Middle Eastern Studies Association (MESA)
Montreal, Canada
17th – 20th November 2007

American Academy of Religion (AAR)
San Diego, CA, USA
17th – 20th November 2007 

IIS PROGRAMMES

Alumni Reunion: Date to be announced

EXHIBITIONS

Jameel Gallery of Islamic Art 
Victoria & Albert Museum, London, UK
[permanent]

Survey Exhibitions on Islamic Faith, the History
of Islam, Islamic Arts and Islamic Science
National Museum Cardiff
23rd October 2006 - 4th February 2007

A Saint in the City: Sufi Arts of Urban Senegal
Kress Gallery & South Balcony 
Spencer Museum of Art, University of Kansas,
USA
10th February – 20th May 2007

Gulf Art Fair
Madinat Arena and Jumeirah Beach
Dubai, UAE
6th – 9th March 2007

Venice and the Islamic World, 828–1797
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, USA
27th March – 8th July 2007
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